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ROBERT PATEFIELD REDFORD  

Author Unknown  

If the early history of Utah is ever completely written, it will reveal many 
instances of undaunted determination, perseverance, and self sacrifice in 

this country where each man or woman must carve out their own fortunes 
and be judged, not by what their ancestors have done, but by what they 

themselves have accomplished. It is gratifying to find an entire family 
taking their place in the community as men of leadership and business 

integrity, and this may be truthfully said of the Robert Patefield Redford 

family.  

Robert Patefield Redford was born at Pilkington, Whitefield, Lancashire, 
England on the 20th of January, 1814 and christened a member of St. 

Mary’s Church on the 10th of April, 1814 in the Diocese of Manchester and 
County of Lancaster by the Curate John Fallowfield. Robert was the son of 

John James and Ann Rogerson Patefield Redford and the second child of 
the family which consisted of three boys and one girl - Joseph, Robert, 

James and Ann.  

He was a weaver by trade, working in the factories. He also owned a green 
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grocery store. With a donkey and cart, he went about the village selling 

garden produce and on to Manchester and vicinity. He traded in other 
merchandise besides green vegetables, such as buying and selling pins 

and needles, small ware, sand salt and rubbing stone. he also made and 
sold his own shoe blacking. The sand salt was used in sweeping floors to 

remove mud, and etc., as it was an efficient cleaner. He took in return for 
some of his pay, pieces of glassware, bones, and clean rags that were sold 

to the printers for paper. It is said, in England they grind up clean bones 
and put in cheap flour which is purchased by poor people. Powdered bone 

was also used for whitening chalk.  

Mormonism was not popular in England at this time. Robert and his friends 

planned to break up a missionary meeting. Because he was bold and 
fearless, Robert was chosen as the person most qualified to rid the village 

of the hated and despised Mormons. On the way to the meeting place, 
Robert pondered in his mind how to carry out the instructions of the 

trouble makers. He listened to a part of the message being expounded by 
the missionaries, and was impressed by the statement “Joseph Smith was 

a Prophet of God.” After listening to the missionaries, he felt that in 
himself the men were telling the truth. When the opportunity came, Robert 

warned the missionaries the dissenters were going to break up the 
meeting, so [he] took them to his home by a different route where he fed 

and protected them throughout the night and the following week. The 
crowd of men waited impatiently for his return, for they know if anybody 

could do a job well, Robert could. It was sometime, later, they decided 

things were not going as planned, for he failed to return, so they 
proceeded to the place where the meeting was scheduled to be held. Upon 

their arrival there, they found no one; neither Robert nor the missionaries 
were present. They decided they had either been misinformed about the 

meeting or else the missionaries had failed to appear.  

What courage Robert must have possessed in the face of persecution when 
he was baptized as a member of the LDS faith on the 3rd of August, 1840 

by Elder Walker Johnson.  

He had become interested in a “Mormon Girl,” a young widow named 

Lettice Eckersall Crossley whom he had met daily as she went to and from 
work. He wanted to be friendly with her, but she gave him no 

encouragement. She changed her attitude toward him as soon as she 
found out he had been converted and baptized. Their wedding date was 

set for the 12th of April 1841 and it was solemnized in the Colleg. Parish 
Church of Manchester in the County Palatine of Lancaster, according to the 

rites and ceremonies of the established Church [of England] after Banns* 
(The ancient collegiate Church of Manchester now known as the 

Manchester Cathedral. It is the No. 1 Church of England’s place of worship. 
The Bishopric was founded in 1847 in Manchester. The collegiate Church 

then became the Cathedral.) Both were 27 years of age. On the evening of 

their wedding day, thirty of their friends came to celebrate with them, 
bringing a picnic and a few household gifts.  

With their marriage came the establishment of their home life together in 

which Lettice worked hard with Robert to help make a living. They lived 
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the gospel intently together, working and enjoying their family which 

consisted of four boys and one girl. The children were born as follows: 
Joseph Smith, born the 21st of February, 1842 and was named after the 

Prophet Joseph Smith. John was born the 16th of March 1844, and the 
only girl, Ann, was born on the 27th of May 1846. Abraham, the third son, 

was born the 1st of September 1849, and Robert on the 18th of August 
1852. The last child and son, Ephraim, was born on the 6th of July 1855, 

after his father had left for America, and who later died from consumption. 
The children were born in Halfacre, Pilkington, Lancashire, England.  

The family belonged to the Radcliffe branch of the LDS Church and walked 
three miles to attend their meetings. The boys, Joseph Smith, and John at 

the ages of eight and six, carried the missionary tracts of literature around 
the neighborhood and then gathered it up the following week and 

distributed these to other families, thus showing their devotion and love to 
the gospel and their eagerness to serve as they had been taught in their 

home. They were taught to love and sing the songs of Zion and their 
Mother sang and loved music that influenced the entire family as well as 

their friends. As the boys advanced in their teens, they led the singing in 
the branch meetings.  

Joining the church had made them very unpopular and their business kept 
falling off until they had a hard time to make enough money for the bare 

necessities of life. Then there were five children in the family, Elder David 
B. Dille advised Robert to go to America where there were more 

opportunities. This certainly was the fulfillment of their latest desires since 
they had joined the church.  

Having no money, Robert was advised to emigrate, and as soon as he 

could earn sufficient money, he was to send for his family. With a happy 
thought that he would be able to send for them, Lettice gave her consent 

for him to go. He left England on the 27th of November, 1854, sailing on 

the vessel Clara Wheeler and landed in New Orleans that same winter. In 
the Spring of 1855, he crossed the plains in the Captain John Hindley’s 

company, driving a team of oxen across the plains for Thomas Williams, 
the keeper of a large store in Salt Lake City, Utah. He arrived in Salt Lake 

City on the 3rd of September, 1855. Later he went to Tooele, Grantsville, 
and to Ogden where he owned a city lot, later returning to Salt Lake City.  

Because of the large number of women joining the Church in the earlier 

days, men were encouraged to have more than one wife. Therefore, 
Robert, believing in the LDS teachings of polygamy, met and married 

Patience Nay [sic - correctly spelled Vay] Lambert on the 29th of 

November 1856. They were married in Salt Lake City with the ceremony 
being solemnized in the upper room of the President’s office by President 

Brigham Young and D. Mackintosh as witness. Patience was a widow who 
owned two yoke of cattle (oxen) and a wagon that would help greatly in 

cultivating the new soil so crops could be raised and harvested and money 
obtained to send for his family.  

It was about this time the Echo Canyon War started, and from histories 

written by his sons and daughter, he was a volunteer in the war at the 
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time Johnston’s Army invaded Utah (about 1856)*. He was one of the ten 

men who were ordered by President Brigham Young to be stationed among 
huge rocks at the head of Echo Canyon to retard the march of the men 

into the valley until they received permission to enter. On the 24th of July, 
a big celebration commemorating the tenth anniversary of the arrival of 

the Saints in the valley was held in Big Cottonwood Canyon at Silver lake. 
That evening the word was brought to President Young and his people that 

the U.S. Army was coming to invade Utah. This announcement was calmly 
made before prayers and everyone retired for the night. By the evening of 

the 25th, President Young and all who had gathered at Silver Lake were 
back in their homes in the valley.  

The famine of 1856 that followed a two-season crop failure, no doubt, was 
responsible for the great influx of wagon trains coming to Cache Valley. 

Causes of the crop failures was from drouth and the grasshopper and 
cricket plagues. The news of a bumper grain harvest that matured without 

the damage of frost, and plenty of good water and feed for the animals 
attracted scores of saints. (History of Utah, Whitney, Vol 1, chapter 27, p. 

547.)  

Robert made his first trip to Cache Valley in 1858. President Young had 

asked Peter Maughan to evacuate the settlement a Maughan’s Fort to a 
temporary settlement at Willard because of the fear of Indian hostilities. 

This they did, and returned in April 1859. Robert returned under Peter 
Maughan’s leadership and settled in Maughan’s Fort. He inquired of Bishop 

Wm. H. Maughan about land and Robert was aked how much land he 
wanted. He answered, “As much as he or thee.” He was given ten acres of 

farm land and ten acres of hay land.  

The people of Wellsville had moved from the Fort to city lots. The first 
home of Robert was located in the South West part of Wellsville. He built a 

home - a log room with a braided willow door and a dirt roof. A white cloth 

was hung at the window to admit the light and give some protection from 
the cold. The first meeting of the Quorum of Seventy’s held in Cache 

Valley was held in his home.  

Robert’s eldest son, Joseph Smith, arrived in Salt Lake City in October, 
1862, just in time for the October Conference. He met Charles Bailey who 

told him his father lived in Wellsville. Joseph started for Cache Valley, 
catching a ride with Frank Gunnel to Brigham City and camped at Unsuker 

Valley, now known as Mantua. He met his father on the Divide. He had a 
pair of cattle (oxen) and a wagon, so Joseph rode on to Wellsville with 

him. It had been eight long, hard years since they had been together and 

emotions melted into tears as they talked over times.  

John, Robert’s second son, left England in April 1864 to come to America, 
working on the ship to pay for his fare. He came on the Monarch of the 

Sea, arriving in Salt Lake City, Utah, on the 6th of September 1864, after 
driving oxen and a load of stoves across the plains to get there. He walked 

and carried his luggage to Ogden, and then rode with a man to Wellsville 
where he found his father and brother, Joseph Smith Redford.  



His father did not know him, he thought he was Joe Holt. John asked him 

what his plans were for sending for his family, and if he remembered his 
little boy, John? Robert said, “Yes, he was a little boy.” He talked a long 

time and said he wished “our John” had come with him. After keeping him 
waiting for a long time, he said, “Well, I think your John is here.” He 

looked at John in wonderment and at last broke down.  

 

His wife, Patience, died the 18th of April 1865, and was buried** in the 
Wellsville Cemetery, and as spring and summer came, Robert took sick 

with dropsy and died the 1st of Jul 1865 at the age of fifty-one years. He 
was buried in the Wellsville Cemetery by the side of his wife, Patience. 

Lettice and the other children did not arrive from England to see Robert 
alive.  

Until the day of his death, he bore a strong testimony to the truthfulness 

of the gospel and the mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith. He was the 

only member of his family to join the church.  

 

Sources:  

o Baptism Certificate  
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o Records of the Radcliffe LDS Branch  

o Certified copy of Marriage Certificate  
o Shipping log of the Clara Wheeler  

o Utah and Nauvoo Temple Records of 1846-1857, F25163, Part IV, 
Book A.,  

o Cemetery and Ward Records  
o (Date of Robert’s death 1 July 1865- Cemetery; Ward Records 23 

July 1865),  
o Death and Burial for Cache County 1853-1931, Logan, Utah.  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

*The confrontation lasted from May 1857 until July 1858.  

**On the headstone, Patience's birthdate is recorded as June 15, 1814, 

which is an error. Her actual birthday was 25 October 1786. She was 
about 28 years older that Robert.  

+ * + * + * + * + * + * + * + 

More about Robert P. REDFORD: 

Patience VAY, second wife 

Immigration to Utah 
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Robert Patefield REDFORD 

Emigration from England to America, 1854 

 

Departure 

 

The Record of the Immigration of Robert Patefield REDFORD 

Sailing Ship: Clara Wheeler,  

departing from Liverpool 27 Nov 1854 
arriving in New Orleans, Louisiana, 12 Jan 1855 

Family members listed in Passenger list:  

REDFORD, Robert, Age: 40 Origin: Radcliffe Occ: Labourer 

Ship: Clara Wheeler 

Date of Departure: 27 Nov 1854 
Port of Departure: Liverpool, England 

LDS Immigrants: 422 
Church Leader: Henry E. Phelps 

Date of Arrival: 12 Jan 1855 
Port of Arrival: New Orleans, Louisiana 

Source(s): BMR, Book #1040, pp. 172-89 (FHL #025,690); Customs #261 
(FHL #200,181)  

Notes: "DEPARTURE OF THE CLARA WHEELER. -- The Clara Wheeler, with 

421 Saints on board, including infants, cleared for New Orleans on the 24th 

ultimo. Elder Henry E. Phelps took the presidency of the company, with 
Elders John Parson and James Crossly as his counsellors. We commend 

these brethren and their company to the watchful care and protection of 



our Heavenly Father, and trust that his blessings will constantly attend 

them in their journey to the land and cities of Zion." (MS, 16:49 (Dec. 9, 
1854), p.778)  

"THE CLARA WHEELER put into the Mersey on the 30th November, having 

been driven back by stress of weather. We understand that she received no 
material damage and the Saints on board were generally well, with the 

exception of seasickness. After receiving further supplies of water and 
provisions, she again put to sea on the 7th instant with a favorable wind." 

(MS, 16:51 (Dec. 23, 1854), p.816)  

"SEVENTY-EIGHTH COMPANY -- Clara Wheeler, 422 souls.  

The ship Clara Wheeler, with four hundred and twenty-two Saints on board 

cleared the port at Liverpool November 24, 1854, bound for New Orleans. 
Elder Henry E. Phelps was appointed president of the company, with Elders 

John Parson and James Crossly as counselors.  

After a rough experience in the Irish Channel, being unable to proceed 

against the incessant head winds and rough weather, the Clara Wheeler 
was obliged to return to port on the thirtieth of November. During this 

extraordinary experience the Saints suffered considerable with seasickness. 
After receiving further supplies of water and provisions, the ship again put 

to sea on the seventh of December with a favorable wind, and on the tenth 
she cleared the Irish Channel after which she had a very quick trip to New 

Orleans, where she arrived on the eleventh of January, 1855.  

Soon after leaving Liverpool the measles broke out in the company, 

resulting in the death of twenty children and two grown persons. One child 
also died after the arrival at New Orleans which made twenty three deaths 

in all.  

On the twelfth of January, James McGaw, the church emigration agent at 
New Orleans, contracted with the captain of the steamboat Ocena, to take 

the passengers to St. Louis at the rate of three dollars and a half for each 

adult, and half of that for children between three and twelve years old; and 
twenty-four hours after their arrival in New Orleans, the emigrants were on 

their way up the river. Nearly one half of the company had not the means 
wherewith to pay their passage to St. Louis; but the more well-to-do Saints 

who had more money that they needed themselves, were influenced to lend 
to those who had none, and thus all who desired to continue the journey 

were enabled to do so. At St. Louis where the company arrived in safety, 
the emigrants were met by Apostle Erastus Snow and others, who gave the 

new arrivals a hearty welcome, and conducted them to comfortable 
quarters, which had been secured for their accommodation. This company, 

although leaving England in the latter part of 1854, really belonged to the 
emigration of 1855, in connection with which the Saints who crossed the 

Atlantic in the Clara Wheeler continued the journey to the Valley.  
(Millennial Star, Vol. XVI: pp.778, 815; Vol XVII: pp.10, 142, 184)."  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 



Robert’s Journey to Utah 

Mormon Pioneer Overland Travel, 1847-1868 

Company: John Hindley (1855)  

Family members listed in Company list:  

REDFORD, Robert, Age: 41  

Date of Departure: 7 June 1855 

Place of Departure: Mormon Grove, Kansas 
Total Company: 206 individuals, 46 wagons  

First Company: John Hindley, Captain 

Date of Arrival in Salt Lake City: 3 Sep 1855 

"Arrivals" Deseret News [Weekly], 5 Sep. 1855, 205.  

Sept, 3d, Captain John Hindley's company of immigrating Saints drove into 
the city, being the first arrival of the kind this season.  

Source of Trail Excerpt: Bywater, James, “Reminiscences,” 1903-1908, 
239-40.  

The first company left St Louis the latter part of May going up the Missouri 

River to Atchison, I was in that company we camped about one mile west 
of the River and after some days we moved to Mormon grove, where we 

fixed wagons and made every preparation necessary for a journey of three 

months duration across the great western plains to the S L Valley, situated 
in fastenesses [vastness] of the Rocky Monants [Mountains]  

On the sixth day of June 1855 we started [with] sixty wagons (in number) 

and about seventy able bodied men besides women and children[.] we had 
a little over six hundred animals consisting of Horses, mules, oxen and 

cows[.] we were organized with one cheif Captain and two councillors and 
a captain over every ten wagons, our company was an independant one[.] 

[John] Hindley was the name of the Captain. The bands of the first tribe of 
Indians we passed (through) was the Pawneis [Pawnees] once a powerfull 

people, but now reduced to a [small] band [who] had been decimated by 

its many wars with the Suies [Sioux] a very powerfull and warlike tribe. In 
Plum River we buried a Bro who died in the chlorera [cholera] on arriving 

at Fort Kearney some three hundred [miles] on our way, we received 
orders to go into camp and wait further (further) orders, as the Pauneis 

[Pawnees] and Cheyenne tribes were at war. a few officers of the Fort 
visited us several times[.] our camp lay on the Platt[e] River bottoms. 

while we lay there quite a number of Cheyennes passed, we saw none of 
the Pauneis [Pawnees] Warriors. after remaining in camp about two 

weeks, we struct camp and moved on. at various [times] we saw herds of 
Buffalo, Deer, Elk and Antelope, and would shoot a Buffalo from time to 

time[.] one day we came accross a large herd that was grazing on both 
sides of the road, heading for the south. We drove right through the midst 



of the herd, they nor our animals seemed to make (no) notice of each 

other for which I was very thankful. I was a little afraid of a stampede, 
which had one occurred our animals would have become unmanageable, 

and the consequens might have become very disastrous. we went into 
camp a short distance, and then several went back and shot four 

Buffaloes. we remained in camp several days preparing the meat for future 
use. we passed through alkali lands, gathered a lot of soda from several 

ponds or small alkali lakes, passed Fort Larimie [Laramie], the Black Hills, 
and on to sweet water, Rock Springs, Green River, Fort Bridger, Bear 

River, entered the Rockies, down Echo Kanyon [Canyon], crossed the 
Weber River, up and over the big and little mountains, down Emigration 

canyon[.] on emerging there from we got the first view of Salt Lake and its 
valley. we crossed the bench and on to G.S. L city and went into camp on 

union square the third day of september 1855, thankfull to reach our 

journeys end in safety and good health.  
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